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IN MEMORIAM. 

GEORGE GEPHARD. 

George Gephard, a California pioneer of 1850, died April 12, 
1 90 1, at his residence, No. 238 North Grand avenue. He had 
been in failing- health for some time, but had been bed-ridden 
for a little more than a week. 

Mr. Gephard was born in Germany in 1830, but was brought 
to America as a babe in the arms of his mother. His early 
boyhood was spent in Pennsylvania, and he came across the 
plains to California in 1850. He soon became engrossed in 
mining and lumbering in Nevada county, Cal., and in his late 
years spent in the northern part of the State, he owned a toll- 
road from Grass Valley to Smartville. In 1875 he removed 
to Los Angeles, and at once invested in real estate. When 
he died he was the owner of valuable property on Broadway, 
Hill. Fifth, Temple and other streets in this city. 

He was always a modest and unassuming gentleman, with 
the deepest interest in every public improvement. He had a 
particular regard for the State Normal School, and when a 
site was to be purchased, in order to get the appropriation for 
the building, he personally assumed charge of the matter and 
raised $8000 to buy the ground. He was an active member of 
the Chamber of Commerce, was for one term a member of the 
City Council, and at one time came within a few votes of being 
elected County Treasurer, although the majority was strongly 
against his party. 

He leaves a widow and two daughters. One daughter is 
the wife of Capt. J. J. Meyler of this city, and the other. Miss 
Nettie Gephard, lives with her mother. 



IN MEMORIAM. 

ELIZABETH LANGLEY ENSIGN. 

September 20th, 1901, another one of this society received 
the summons to go forward, and quietly, peacefully passed to 
the realm of eternal rest. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Langley Ensign was born in Morgan county, 
Missouri, April i6th, 1845. Her father, Mr. Shrewsbury, 
brought his family to this State, November, i860. Miss Bettie, 
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the second daughter, became the wife of Mr. Samuel Ensign, 
a teacher in the county pubHc schools, in the fall of 1873. Two 
children were born of this union, a son, Ralph, who died when 
young life is so filled with promise, at the age of 17 years; a 
daughter, Miss Olive L. Ensign, is a resident of this city, an 
honored member of our schools. 

Many of us present will recollect with pleasure the Miss 
Bettie Shrewsbury (as her friends loved to call her) of thirty 
years ago. Her charming personality, quiet wit and humor, 
and her exalted consideration for others, made her a favorite in 
the social circles of pioneer society. The Shrewsbury home 
was a synonymi for old-time Virginia hospitality, the family hav- 
ing originally come fromi the State from which that article is 
supposed to have originated. The presence of two young ladies 
and several grown up sons added much, also, to the attraction 
of the home. If we were privileged to lift the veil of years, and 
disclose the struggle and trials of this life, we would discover 
gold, tried in the furnace of affliction — womanhood, mother- 
hood, widowhood, become consecrated, idealized. 

Mrs. Ensign was a member of Bethany Presbyterian Church 
in this city. At the memorial service, both pastor and people 
gave earnest expressions to her work as a Christian, as well as 
to her faithfulness as a teacher in the Sunday school. 

In this brief chronicle of a beautiful life, we may not esti- 
mate character or give its results, but all should know that 
Elizabeth Shrewsbury Ensign's desires and efforts were for the 
highest and noblest ideal in this life, which should prepare one 
for a death that should be without fear. 

"Some one has gone from this strange world of ours, 

No more to gather its thorns with its flowers; 

One more departed to heaven's bright shore; 

Ring the bells softly, there's one gone before." 
Respectfully, 

Virginia W. Davis, 
M. F. QuiNN, 

Committee. 

IN MEMORIAM. 

WILLIAM F. GROSSER. 

At his home, 622 South Spring street, on the 15th of April, 
1901, died Wm. F. Grosser. Such is the brief record that tells 
the end of a useful life. 



